On examination there was no external injury on any part of the body, but there was a superficial tear on the margin of the anus and some slight discharge from it. The patient's abdomen was slightly distended, but there was no vomiting. The The membranes of the brain were congested.
The left side of the heart was empty. There was a clot of blood in the right side of the heart. Some dark coloured fluid was present in the stomach, and only a little urine in the bladder. The child had clearly died of peritonitis, due to t'he injury described.
The story given by the father was quite incredible. The probability is that the boy was grazing his cattle in somebody else's field, when the owner of the field came up and a quarrel ensued. The owner of the field probably inserted the stick into the boy's anus by way of punishment.
